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E (269) 2172489 R.J. Pruitt Grid E
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™  wrogers280z73@netzero.net 703Pine Ridge Drive Steve Deloof "
E Director (Past RE) DeWitt, MI 48820 126 Sunset Drive E
m  PhilGreen (517)889-1117 Holland MI 49423 L.
" 8757 Woodwren Drive framen@msuedu (616) 3925662 "
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™ JaiDeagan (517)889-1117 TBA "
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o \We are about to enter a new year and turn another page for our c
®yis no secret that the current economy has hit our club, and motor
Ein general, hard. A few years ago internal strife and the economy
"w bined to almost bring an end to our organization. The past board
Egled hard and accomplished a lot, bringing order to the workings ¢
am club, success to the racing program and helping revive a solo pro
= that had almost faded from existence despite a yeoman effort fror
Epast solo manager, R. J. Pruitt.

EAfter a year of successes in both Club Racing and Solo we are e
Ethe season with a decent balance in our checkbook and have just
" turned from the Great Lakes Division Roundtable meeting with an ap-
Eproved aggressive and, hopefully, profitable racing schedule for next season. Solo is pﬁnnin
Eon adding to last years successful schedule by expanding sites north and west from Lagsing.
®, The new board is ready to continue the progress that the past board started and help b®ng v«
Ethe best region possible. In the coming year, | will be assisted by Dayle Frame who mai¥es
" from his past position as Directat-Large to Assistant RE. Jai Deagan will continue as Tifas-
m_urer and Mary Ellen Sickles will join the board as Secretary. And, of course, Bruce Beﬁvais
mand Wayne Rogers will round out the bo d

= the best interests of the club, ensuring fun, profitability and success for all its programsy
EBobbe Orr is taking over for Dayle in the DirectrLarge position. Our region is unusual
Ethe sense that our memiksgrlarge actually sits on the Board of Directors. In every organ:@—
= tion the Board of Directors has to watch out for the club and members as a whole whichgsom
Etimes overlooks the ideas and best interests of any individual member. Bobbe is the p%on
® that individual members turn to in order to make sure their point of view and passion is '&ccu-
Erately represented in board considerations. On the solo side, David Watson will be ourﬁew

™ Solo Manager and is bringing his experience and some new ideas to that side of the CI@.
"

" " "n"n"n"n"n"n"n"nnnmnnE

"
"

ERegardless of our position, we will endeavor to be more timely and responsive to the nﬁmbe
®wship. Whether you have a great idea, a nagging concern or an interest that is not beingimet \
m will make it our business to be responsive. If you address us by phone or email we willse-
Espond to you quickly and will come up with an answer as rapidly as board meetings allgw (if
®y that is what it takes to present a solution). The best way to contact me is by email at g
Everne@vallevedit.coml monitor my email throughout the day in town and regularly if | aﬁ
Eon the road. | know that many of the new board members share the same communicagn sti
Eegy. The thing you need to know is that we are YOUR board and you will find us engaggd ar
u" responsive. n

" "
EEverything, however, does not begin and end with the Board of Directors of any organigtion.
EThis is a club, completely dependent on the input and participation of it members. For gaany
=y years now membership participation has been fading. The majority of jobs in the club &g be:

Eing handled by a few of its members and,dogtlarge, they are the same members all the E
" "
e
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RE (to be) Ramblings by WNe
m time. Attendance at meetings is low, enrollments in the various specialties are falling a%re
a" racing entries and folks willing to help at solo eveW#estern Michigan Region has a long ghd

™ proud history in the SCCA and that history is due to the arduous work and innovative id&as o
w2 its membership. If we are to continue then we need not only the support but also the pﬁticip;
Etion of our club members. The annual banquet is upon us and it has not been well attegded i
mmany years. The folks at Corner Landing put out a good spread at a fair price. Please®gome
Ejoin us on January 9th, 2010 at the Corner Landing in lonia, MI, renew old acquaintanc§ anc
"= meet new members. Get together with the new board and talk about the improve mentgsof the
Epast year and the current plans for the upcoming season. Most importantly, come renesy you
Eenthusiasm for the sport and add your ideas and involvement to the plans that already gkist.

| etter from the Editor by Dayle Frame

" As WMR went into the 2009 season, we had very little cash
Ethe bank to work with, a modest Solo program with illusions
= grandeur and a Club Racing program that was sliding into ir
m vance. We had a handful of members who were doing the v
Emajority of the work and things seemed a little bleak. | knov
Ewas there for all of it.
"
=" How did this situation arise? A myriad of reasons (most of
mwhich are irrelevant noweée.yv
Eables that were out of our control and forced the region into
= corner in which we found ourselves. High car counts at our
g;races meant we had plenty of working capitol. We had a pla
" update our racing hardware (computers, trailer, etc.) so future races could be run more gffec-
" tively. If you judge the situation by the number of entrants we had at our national, then ¥ings
Elooked pretty good as recently as 2006. Here are the car counts for that race for all yegs in
mdecade. We had 136 cars in 2006, 142 in 2005, 178 in 2003, 140 in 2002, 171 in 2001 I thr
ﬁout 2004 as we swapped weekends that year and the numbers (119) were an aberratiofg. Th
=" bottom line is that things were going pretty smoothly and, financially, we were in good ﬁape
" Then the economy started to slide and car counts fell significantly. To keep up with thef@ame
= metric, we had 93 cars in 2007 and 83 cars in 2008. Losses (or extremely small gains)@t se!
Eeral races as well as a shrinking membership base left us with very little in terms of casgrre-
Eiserves to work with. These are the factors that painted us into the corner we found our&glves
Egomg into the 2009 season.
"
ESO t hat 6s where we stood. Now | 61 I fllﬁ 3
Espeed But out of this chaos, we managed to guide our programs forward. Both the Slo an
ECIub Racing programs made significant progress last summer.
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"
EFirst to Solo: At a BoD meeting last winter, the Board had a conversation about how togain

" "
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" Letter from the Editor bR

o some momentum in 2009. We realized that the region needed more, young, enthusiasfie me
ﬁbers and that Solo was a path for us to generate these members. Those new membersgvoul
grow with the region and bring some needed interest. But where to start? As we had (ﬂ
Eihosted a Solo with the Michigan State University Racing Club (MSURC) in 2008 (and itfwent
m pretty well), we decided to create a Solo series with them. This would serve several pusbose
= One, it might raise some needed capital. Two, we could add needed new members. Thee, |
= would be revitalizing our Solo program. And, four, we would be laying the groundwork
Efuture expansion of the region in both programs due to the additional members and FGSEJFCGS
™ So | met with the MSURC over the course of the winter and we laid out a plan for a foufwveek
= end series during the course of the summer. The MSURC kids were excited about beimg in o
Ethe series and we (WMR) were happy to look forward to seeing our Solo program gettin8 bac
" to the prominence it deserves. As R.J. pointed out in his letter on page eight, he was a®sne n
marmy. We all realized he needed some support. Along with several of us from the Club%acir
Eprogram he ran the series during the summer. When the dust settled on the Solo serigs, we
ﬁCIub Racers had a better appreciation for the sport and we now knew what resources rﬁede(
be allocated for the future. As R.J. had told us he was moving on and would resign thegolo

EManageros position, we had to find som n
mRosenstengel of the Furrind Group to ciml c
Et_hat cal | . David has big plans for the;.@ S
Ewceversa. E

%As for the Club Racing program, 20090s = a
= Wayne in November, 2008. Realizing that the racing program in Michigan was sliding teyob-
Escurity (there had not been a national held in Ml in three years that had more than 100 @rs),
"swe met with several members of the South Bend Region Board. We discussed how weloulc
Epull together and run better events. An agreement was ironed out that included a brilliﬁt ide
™ SBR would hold and event at GingerMan on 7/12 and we would hold our national on 8/
mgroup, we came up with the ihodesd 6t hdte swesge v
w¥ each other. Further, and this is the brilliant part, we should give a rebate if drivers camﬁto
"mboth events. This was a stroke of genius and Jeff Luckritz (SBR RE) deserves all the cledit fi

Ethis facet of the plan. As a result, we had two, 115+ car count nationals in Michigan in @he

Esummer. The future looks bright as we move forward into 2010 and beyond. E
" "

EWhy do I point all of this out? The result of all of this hard work in 2009 is that we now %ve
Ea bank account with five times the cash reserves in it to start the season, we have beg the
m vitalization of our Solo program and our Club Racing program is poised to reclaim its pl

EWIth the Cheap Points Double National next Memorial Day weekend. The ship has beﬁ

Erlghted and things have been put in place to have a very successful future. Ei

" "

EEveryone joined this region of the SCC f o
mygion and programs are healthy but they could always use some more hands on deck. col
Eon out and join the funé.see you at th%m

" "
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EBIO for RE-elect, Verne R Wandell

2| was born in Elmira, NY in 1949; a small town in the Finger Lake
% region of the state, about 30 miles from Watkins Glen. Through r
Eparents | developed an early interest in motor racing. As a youth
mregularly took me to the Chemung Speedrome on Saturday night
m track owned by the Bodine family of NASCAR fame but one of m
Eearliest memories, at three years old, was the 1952 US Grand Pr
"w last street race at the Glen. | have returned to WGIS many times

Ethen to spectate or work.
"

"
Eil am currently employed managing an auto repair shop in Kalams
but spent most of my adult life in media production, first as an audio

Erecordlst for film work and then as an engineer for audio and video studios in the midwest. |
= moved to Kalamazoo in 1974 where | worked for and, eventually, bought a video produsgion
Ehouse. | spent the next 30 years of my life as a writer and editor, creating marketing arﬁ trair
" ing materials for the power generation, automotive, pharmaceutical and recreational bo%ting
. . - . .
= industries. When the current harsh economy limited the money that my clients were s@dmc
™ on outside suppliers | used the experience | had garnered writing and producing automglve

Etralnlng materials to secure my present job.

""" n"n"n"n"n"n"n"n"n"n"nnnnn"n"E

Ei

"
EI have been married to Lorrie Gatmandell, another WMR member and DA of timing an
m_scoring, for 18 years and have two daughters. Lauren is a massage therapist and yog
mtor who lives in San Francisco. Liz, is the director of Noah's ArksBheol, a ministry of th
ﬂFlrst Presbyterian church in Hastings, Michigan. Liz has given me two grandchildren, en
=" and Addie. "
" "
Ei
g;l have served as the assistant RE for the region for the past year, the RA for F&C for siEyear
Eand this is my third season as DA for F&C for the division. | hold a national license in g&C
®s and a regional license in course control. Motor racing isn't my only sport. | enjoy downfull
Eskiing and have been a member of the National Ski Patrol and aiprpagtent of a local sk
mclub. | also delightin SCUBA diving and have been licensed as

Ea rescue diver and a dive master.

nstri

EBio for Assistant RE-elect, Dayle Frame

=, This may be a bit redundant, but as | am moving up to the p
w tion of Assistant RE, | thought | would review my past exper
=, ence for the membership.

u"u "y

™mWhen | was a kid livin
mmy Father raced a ari et
@at the time, but | had got
mcollege in the mid 198006s, 2
e

u

"
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2010 InCo mi ng Officer Bi oQgris

mtor Racing Circuit as a grid and pits guy. After my wife (Melinda) and | moved up to Midsigan
ﬂln 1990, I knew that eventually | would like to race as well. | joined the club in 1997 andgset
Eabout the path to getting behind the wheel. In addition to the volunteer aspect of helplrﬁ ut,
"wbeing and F&C guy allowed me to see how the system worked. Too few drivers know t% in-
Ener workings of the club.

E By 2000, we had purchased the car and we started campaigned it in 2001. As a parall&tracl
Ehad been asked to join the BoD as the Director at Large several years ago. Currently Iﬁave

Ehonor of serving as your Webmaster and Backfire Editor. | also hold the position of Grﬁ‘t
e

mlLakes Division Webmaster. | 6ve spent t
= being on track in 2010. -
E "

m | may be leaving one post and assuming another, but any member can contact me at aal tim

" ' ' "
Eiabout region business. o
" "
EBio for Director at Large -elect, Bobbe Orr E
" | joined SCCA in 1966 to race my Austin Cooperl$iad been participating in time trials [

= (solos) sinceand crewing at races since 19d1served on the Board in various capacities f
mthe next 20 years......Membership Chair, Social Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, R.E., chairgd Cel
EiDlv roundtable, the annual dinner and races. During that time, | preserved and Was issted a
Elog book for the Starter function and trained as a starter with Ed Houlihan from Detroit Iﬁ
S gion. | guess that was 1970 or 1917have worked in that specialty ever sindéhave starte(g

Eraces in 12 states.

"
" : :
"x SO0 now I'm about to become a board member agéisilyour member at large, I'll do anythi
EI can to help make your SCCA, and especially WMR experience, enjoyable.

EBio for Secretary-elect, Mary Ellen Sickles

EHL my name is Mary Ellen Sickles, and I'm your new secretary—=*—
"w SCCA. It is an honor to serve my fellow membefSfficially,

m I've been a member since 19&ut have worke@ couple of years
Eprior without being a membeMy fiancé, Rodney, and | started
=y out by going to Waterford and working Gri¢rid has been my
my main interest, but I have also worked Sound and Pit Lane and
Eln. | enjoy the people and car¥Vhen the kids were little we kep
= them in the tent when Grid was hot, now they're both in colleg
= have other interests.

"

EBut my husband Rod and | still love the racing and are doing a
= more now and expanding in®olo racing as workers for the first

Etime this year.Thank you for your confidence in me as your new Secretary.
=
""" e e e e e e e e e e
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™ As many of you know there have been some changes in the WMR
® Solo leadership. | have stepped down from the position of WMR
ESO|O Manager. | do not plan to be an active member in the solo
Eprogram over the next several years.

"

= | took on the responsibility of the WMR Solo Manager in the

= winter of 20042005. At that time | had big dreams about what
Ethe WMR solo program could become. | did what | could to pull
mmtogether a team to plan, organize and run the events. | was also
= constantly looking for and evaluating new event sites. | tried to
Ework the clubs way into some new sites that could have really
Ehelped build the program.

"y " n " n " "n"n """ n"n"n"nnn"n"n"n"n "N

"

= Maybe it was my lack of leadership skills, maybe it was the lack of support from the clu
® maybe it was my ultimate inability to commit enough time to the program to make it suogess-
Eful, whatever the reason the program seemed to just barely survive. Then the rest of ttﬂ boa

Etook an interest in it and helped the program to blossom. E
"

= For me personally this new found interest in the solo program from the board was an ogmortu
= nity. | had committed to at least keep the program alive while | was the one in charge. %ghad
Egi ven up on the idea of growing the prc%ra

Ealized that with my family and work | r%a\
Ening time and a couple weekends a summer to the program. E

" : : : . '

" When Dayle Frame started working with the MSU racing club | saw that others were int&reste
Ein the program and were capable of planning and ultimately running the events. .

" "

"

=2 | have sold my dedicated autocross car and have really shifted my recreational time to Eore
Efamily orientated activities. | have three girls, 6, 3 and 1 yrs old. While they enjoyed c@ing
®wto watch an autocross, it will be a few years before they can participate.

"
= | made the decision that | really need to move on to other things for awhile. | am prettygure
®y that | am leaving the solo program in capable hands. With the support of the board | amgpret
sure that David Watson will be able to continue the progress that has been made over tﬁe pa
™= couple of seasons.
With that, | say farewell and thank you.

R. J. Pruitt

" "n"n"n"n"n"n"n"n"n"m"s"8-s"N-n"E nE"E"N
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