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2009 Western Michigan Region Officials 

Regional Executive, Radios, Starter 

 Bruce Beauvais 

 12974 Beardslee 

 Greenville, MI 48868 

 (616) 754-9583 

 bsbeau@pathwaynet.com 

Assistant Regional Executive, 

Flagging & Communications 

 Verne Wandell 

 3634 Pristine Ave 

 Kalamazoo, MI 49048 

 (269) 217-2489 

 verne@valleyedit.com 

Director (Past RE), Chief of Course 

 Wayne Rogers 

 1662 4 Mile Road 

 Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

 (616) 292-0714 

 wrogers280z73@netzero.net 

Director (Past RE) 

 Phil Green 

 8757 Woodwren Drive 

 West Olive, MI 49460 

 (616) 875-8992 

 pwgreen@centurytel.net 

Treasurer 

 Jai Deagan 

 11825 Columbia Highway 

 Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 

 (517) 663-6167  

 mgcdriver@gmail.com 

Secretary (interim) 

 Sue Beauvais 

 12974 Beardslee 

 Greenville, MI 48868 

 (616) 754-9583 

 bsbeau@pathwaynet.com 

 

 

 

 

Director at Large, Webmaster 

 Dayle Frame 

 703 Pine Ridge Drive 

 DeWitt, MI 48820 

 (517) 889-1117 

 frameh@msu.edu 

Club Racing Manager 

 TBA 

Competition Chairperson 

 TBA 

Manager of Solo 

 R.J. Pruitt 

 4097 Sandy Ridge Court 

 Dorr, MI 49323 

 (616) 681-0218 

 rupertjamal@yahoo.com 

Membership Chairperson, Registrar 

 Melinda Frame 

 703 Pine Ridge Drive 

 DeWitt, MI 48820 

 (517) 889-1117 

 framem@msu.edu 

Backfire Editors 

   Dayle & Melinda Frame 

 703 Pine Ridge Drive 

 DeWitt, MI 48820 

 (517) 889-1117 

 frameh@msu.edu 

 framem@msu.edu 

Timing & Scoring 

 Lorrie Gaunt-Wandell 

 3634 Pristine Ave 

 Kalamazoo, MI 49048 

 (269) 665-0645 

 lorrie@valleyedit.com 

Starter 

 Bobbe Orr 

 629 West South Street 

 Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

 (616) 381-6317 

 

Paddock 

 Tom Smolenski 

 1010 South Harbor Avenue 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 (616) 842-5027 

Fire & Rescue 

 Terry Feichtenbeiner 

 437 Stoll Road 

 Lansing, MI 48917 

 (517) 323-0910 

 terryf@netzero.net 

Grid 

 Rod & Mary Ellen Sickles 

 513 Ash Street 

 Lansing, MI 48906 

 (517) 372-1477 

 rmsickles@comcast.net 

Scrutineering 

 Steve DeLoof 

 126 Sunset Drive 

 Holland, MI 49423 

 (616) 392-5662 

 csdeloof@gmail.com  

Sound Control 

 TBA 

Pit Lane 

 TBA 

Medical Officer 

 TBA 

 

### - changes made this month 

To obtain a copy of the Regionôs corporation By-Laws, please email the editor (frameh@msu.edu) or go to the BoD page on the re-

gional website (http://www.wmr-scca.org/j60BoD.htm) and download it from there. 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

The Backfire is a monthly publication of the Western Michigan Region of the Sports Car Club of America.  The editor must receive items for 
publication no later than the 15th of the month to be included in the next monthôs edition, provided space is available. If space is not available, it 

will be published in the following month.  As the Backfire is a publication for and by the members of WMR/SCCA, the editor is pleased to publish 
letters, articles, and opinions of its members, provided that:  1. They are signed.  2. They are edited for grammar and some expletives.  3. The 

content is not libelous and / or unsupportable.  Articles may be reprinted without permission, provided credit is given to the author.  Submit articles 

to:  Dayle & Melinda Frame, 703 Pine Ridge Drive, DeWitt, MI 48820 or to frameh@msu.edu 



 

 

We are about to enter a new year and turn another page for our club.  It 

is no secret that the current economy has hit our club, and motor sports 

in general, hard.  A few years ago internal strife and the economy com-

bined to almost bring an end to our organization.  The past board strug-

gled hard and accomplished a lot, bringing order to the workings of the 

club, success to the racing program and helping revive a solo program 

that had almost faded from existence despite a yeoman effort from our 

past solo manager, R. J. Pruitt. 

 

After a year of successes in both Club Racing and Solo we are ending 

the season with a decent balance in our checkbook and have just re-

turned from the Great Lakes Division Roundtable meeting with an ap-

proved aggressive and, hopefully, profitable racing schedule for next season.  Solo is planning 

on adding to last years successful schedule by expanding sites north and west from Lansing.  

The new board is ready to continue the progress that the past board started and help bring you 

the best region possible.  In the coming year, I will be assisted by Dayle Frame who moves 

from his past position as Director-at-Large to Assistant RE.  Jai Deagan will continue as Treas-

urer and Mary Ellen Sickles will join the board as Secretary.  And, of course, Bruce Beauvais 

and Wayne Rogers will round out the board as Past REôs.  Together it is our duty to watch over 

the best interests of the club, ensuring fun, profitability and success for all its programs.  

Bobbe Orr is taking over for Dayle in the Director-at-Large position.  Our region is unusual in 

the sense that our member-at-large actually sits on the Board of Directors.  In every organiza-

tion the Board of Directors has to watch out for the club and members as a whole which some-

times overlooks the ideas and best interests of any individual member.  Bobbe is the person 

that individual members turn to in order to make sure their point of view and passion is accu-

rately represented in board considerations.  On the solo side, David Watson will be our new 

Solo Manager and is bringing his experience and some new ideas to that side of the club. 

 

Regardless of our position, we will endeavor to be more timely and responsive to the member-

ship.  Whether you have a great idea, a nagging concern or an interest that is not being met we 

will make it our business to be responsive.  If you address us by phone or email we will re-

spond to you quickly and will come up with an answer as rapidly as board meetings allow (if 

that is what it takes to present a solution).  The best way to contact me is by email at 

verne@valleyedit.com.  I monitor my email throughout the day in town and regularly if I am 

on the road.  I know that many of the new board members share the same communication strat-

egy.  The thing you need to know is that we are YOUR board and you will find us engaged and 

responsive. 

 

Everything, however, does not begin and end with the Board of Directors of any organization.  

This is a club, completely dependent on the input and participation of it members.  For many 

years now membership participation has been fading.  The majority of jobs in the club are be-

ing handled by a few of its members and, by-and-large, they are the same members all the 

RE (elect) Ramblings by Verne Wandell 
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Letter from the Editor by Dayle Frame 
As WMR went into the 2009 season, we had very little cash in 

the bank to work with, a modest Solo program with illusions of 

grandeur and a Club Racing program that was sliding into irrele-

vance.  We had a handful of members who were doing the vast 

majority of the work and things seemed a little bleak.  I know, I 

was there for all of it. 

 

How did this situation arise?  A myriad of reasons (most of 

which are irrelevant nowé.water under the bridge) moved vari-

ables that were out of our control and forced the region into the 

corner in which we found ourselves.  High car counts at our 

races meant we had plenty of working capitol.  We had a plan to 

update our racing hardware (computers, trailer, etc.) so future races could be run more effec-

tively.  If you judge the situation by the number of entrants we had at our national, then things 

looked pretty good as recently as 2006.  Here are the car counts for that race for all years in the 

decade.  We had 136 cars in 2006, 142 in 2005, 178 in 2003, 140 in 2002, 171 in 2001.  I threw 

out 2004 as we swapped weekends that year and the numbers (119) were an aberration.  The 

bottom line is that things were going pretty smoothly and, financially, we were in good shape.  

Then the economy started to slide and car counts fell significantly.  To keep up with the same 

metric, we had 93 cars in 2007 and 83 cars in 2008.  Losses (or extremely small gains) at sev-

eral races as well as a shrinking membership base left us with very little in terms of cash re-

serves to work with.  These are the factors that painted us into the corner we found ourselves in 

going into the 2009 season.   

 

So thatôs where we stood.  Now Iôll fill you in on how the last ten months went so youôre up to 

speed .  But out of this chaos, we managed to guide our programs forward.  Both the Solo and 

Club Racing programs made significant progress last summer. 

   

First to Solo:  At a BoD meeting last winter, the Board had a conversation about how to gain 

time.  Attendance at meetings is low, enrollments in the various specialties are falling as are 

racing entries and folks willing to help at solo events. Western Michigan Region has a long and 

proud history in the SCCA and that history is due to the arduous work and innovative ideas of 

its membership.  If we are to continue then we need not only the support but also the participa-

tion of our club members.  The annual banquet is upon us and it has not been well attended in 

many years.  The folks at Corner Landing put out a good spread at a fair price.  Please come 

join us on January 9th, 2010 at the Corner Landing in Ionia, MI, renew old acquaintances and 

meet new members.  Get together with the new board and talk about the improvements of the 

past year and the current plans for the upcoming season.  Most importantly, come renew your 

enthusiasm for the sport and add your ideas and involvement to the plans that already exist. 

RE (to be) Ramblings by Verne Wandell (contôd) 



 

 

Letter from the Editor by Dayle Frame (contôd) 
some momentum in 2009.  We realized that the region needed more, young, enthusiastic mem-

bers and that Solo was a path for us to generate these members.  Those new members would 

grow with the region and bring some needed interest.  But where to start?  As we had co-

hosted a Solo with the Michigan State University Racing Club (MSURC) in 2008 (and it went 

pretty well), we decided to create a Solo series with them.  This would serve several purposes:  

One, it might raise some needed capital.  Two, we could add needed new members.  Three, we 

would be revitalizing our Solo program.  And, four, we would be laying the groundwork for 

future expansion of the region in both programs due to the additional members and resources.  

So I met with the MSURC over the course of the winter and we laid out a plan for a four week-

end series during the course of the summer.  The MSURC kids were excited about being in on 

the series and we (WMR) were happy to look forward to seeing our Solo program getting back 

to the prominence it deserves.  As R.J. pointed out in his letter on page eight, he was a one man 

army.  We all realized he needed some support.  Along with several of us from the Club Racing 

program, he ran the series during the summer.  When the dust settled on the Solo series, we 

Club Racers had a better appreciation for the sport and we now knew what resources needed to 

be allocated for the future.  As R.J. had told us he was moving on and would resign the Solo 

Managerôs position, we had to find someone for the position.  Verne stepped in and asked Curt 

Rosenstengel of the Furrinô Group to circulate a plea for assistance.  David Watson answered 

that call.  David has big plans for the Solo folks.  He knows he has the Boardôs support and 

vice versa. 

 

As for the Club Racing program, 2009ôs catharsis began at the Round Table meeting in Fort 

Wayne in November, 2008.  Realizing that the racing program in Michigan was sliding to ob-

scurity (there had not been a national held in MI in three years that had more than 100 cars), 

we met with several members of the South Bend Region Board.  We discussed how we could 

pull together and run better events.  An agreement was ironed out that included a brilliant idea.     

SBR would hold and event at GingerMan on 7/12 and we would hold our national on 8/9.  As a 

group, we came up with the idea that we should coordinate and óco-hostô these events with 

each other.  Further, and this is the brilliant part, we should give a rebate if drivers came to 

both events.  This was a stroke of genius and Jeff Luckritz (SBR RE) deserves all the credit for 

this facet of the plan.  As a result, we had two, 115+ car count nationals in Michigan in one 

summer.  The future looks bright as we move forward into 2010 and beyond. 

 

Why do I point all of this out?  The result of all of this hard work in 2009 is that we now have 

a bank account with five times the cash reserves in it to start the season, we have begun the re-

vitalization of our Solo program and our Club Racing program is poised to reclaim its place 

with the Cheap Points Double National next Memorial Day weekend.   The ship has been 

righted and things have been put in place to have a very successful future. 

 

Everyone joined this region of the SCCA for a reason.  After all weôve been through, our re-

gion and programs are healthy but they could always use some more hands on deck.  So come 

on out and join the funé.see you at the track. 



 

 

Bio for RE-elect, Verne R Wandell 

I was born in Elmira, NY in 1949; a small town in the Finger Lakes 

region of the state, about 30 miles from Watkins Glen.  Through my 

parents I developed an early interest in motor racing.  As a youth they 

regularly took me to the Chemung Speedrome on Saturday nights, a 

track owned by the Bodine family of NASCAR fame but one of my 

earliest memories, at three years old, was the 1952 US Grand Prix, the 

last street race at the Glen.  I have returned to WGIS many times since 

then to spectate or work. 

 

I am currently employed managing an auto repair shop in Kalamazoo 

but spent most of my adult life in media production, first as an audio 

recordist for film work and then as an engineer for audio and video studios in the midwest.  I 

moved to Kalamazoo in 1974 where I worked for and, eventually, bought a video production 

house.  I spent the next 30 years of my life as a writer and editor, creating marketing and train-

ing materials for the power generation, automotive, pharmaceutical and recreational boating 

industries.  When the current harsh economy limited the money that my clients were spending 

on outside suppliers I used the experience I had garnered writing and producing automotive 

training materials to secure my present job. 

 

I have been married to Lorrie Gaunt-Wandell, another WMR member and DA of timing and 

scoring, for 18 years and have two daughters.  Lauren is a massage therapist and yoga instruc-

tor who lives in San Francisco.  Liz, is the director of Noah's Ark Pre-school, a ministry of the 

First Presbyterian church in Hastings, Michigan.  Liz has given me two grandchildren, Owen 

and Addie. 

 

I have served as the assistant RE for the region for the past year, the RA for F&C for six years 

and this is my third season as DA for F&C for the division.   I hold a national license in F&C 

and a regional license in course control.  Motor racing isn't my only sport.  I enjoy downhill 

skiing and have been a member of the National Ski Patrol and am past-president of a local ski 

club.  I also delight in SCUBA diving and have been licensed as 

a rescue diver and a dive master. 

 

Bio for Assistant RE-elect, Dayle Frame 

This may be a bit redundant, but as I am moving up to the posi-

tion of Assistant RE, I thought I would review my past experi-

ence for the membership. 

 

When I was a kid living outside Chicago during the mid 1960ôs, 

my Father raced a variety of cars in the SCCA.  I didnôt realize it 

at the time, but I had gotten ñthe Sicknessò.  By the time I was in 

college in the mid 1980ôs, I found myself working at Hallett Mo-
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2010 In-Coming Officer Biographies (contôd) 
tor Racing Circuit as a grid and pits guy.  After my wife (Melinda) and I moved up to Michigan 

in 1990, I knew that eventually I would like to race as well.  I joined the club in 1997 and set 

about the path to getting behind the wheel.  In addition to the volunteer aspect of helping out, 

being and F&C guy allowed me to see how the system worked.  Too few drivers know the in-

ner workings of the club.   

 

By 2000, we had purchased the car and we started campaigned it in 2001.  As a parallel track, I 

had been asked to join the BoD as the Director at Large several years ago.  Currently I have the 

honor of serving as your Webmaster and Backfire Editor.  I also hold the position of Great 

Lakes Division Webmaster.  Iôve spent the last three years rebuilding the race car and plan on 

being on track in 2010. 

 

I may be leaving one post and assuming another, but any member can contact me at any time 

about region business. 

 

Bio for Director at Large-elect, Bobbe Orr 

I joined SCCA in 1966 to race my Austin Cooper S.  I had been participating in time trials 

(solos) since and crewing at races since 1961.  I served on the Board in various capacities for 

the next 20 years......Membership Chair, Social Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, R.E., chaired Cen-

Div roundtable, the annual dinner and races.  During that time, I preserved and was issued a 

log book for the Starter function and trained as a starter with Ed Houlihan from Detroit Re-

gion.  I guess that was 1970 or 1971.  I have worked in that specialty ever since.  I have started 

races in 12 states.   

 

So now  I'm about to become a board member again.  As your member at large, I'll do anything 

I can to help make your SCCA, and especially WMR experience, enjoyable. 

 

Bio for Secretary-elect, Mary Ellen Sickles 

Hi, my name is Mary Ellen Sickles, and I'm your new secretary of 

SCCA.  It is an honor to serve my fellow members.  Officially, 

I've been a member since 1987, but have worked a couple of years 

prior without being a member.  My fiancé, Rodney, and I started 

out by going to Waterford and working Grid.  Grid has been my 

main interest, but I have also worked Sound and Pit Lane and Pit 

In.  I enjoy the people and cars!  When the kids were little we kept 

them in the tent when Grid was hot, now they're both in college and 

have other interests. 

 

But my husband Rod and I still love the racing and are doing a little 

more now and expanding into Solo racing as workers for the first 

time this year.  Thank you for your confidence in me as your new Secretary.  



 

 

A letter from the Solo Manager by R. J. Pruitt 
As many of you know there have been some changes in the WMR 

Solo leadership.  I have stepped down from the position of WMR 

Solo Manager.  I do not plan to be an active member in the solo 

program over the next several years. 

 

I took on the responsibility of the WMR Solo Manager in the  

winter of 2004-2005.  At that time I had big dreams about what 

the WMR solo program could become.  I did what I could to pull 

together a team to plan, organize and run the events.  I was also 

constantly looking for and evaluating new event sites.  I tried to 

work the clubs way into some new sites that could have really 

helped build the program. 

 

Maybe it was my lack of leadership skills, maybe it was the lack of support from the club, 

maybe it was my ultimate inability to commit enough time to the program to make it success-

ful, whatever the reason the program seemed to just barely survive.  Then the rest of the board 

took an interest in it and helped the program to blossom. 

 

For me personally this new found interest in the solo program from the board was an opportu-

nity.  I had committed to at least keep the program alive while I was the one in charge.  I had 

given up on the idea of growing the program since I knew I couldnôt do it alone.  I had also re-

alized that with my family and work I really couldnôt commit more than a few hours of plan-

ning time and a couple weekends a summer to the program. 

 

When Dayle Frame started working with the MSU racing club I saw that others were interested 

in the program and were capable of planning and ultimately running the events. 

 

I have sold my dedicated autocross car and have really shifted my recreational time to more 

family orientated activities.  I have three girls, 6, 3 and 1 yrs old.  While they enjoyed coming 

to watch an autocross, it will be a few years before they can participate. 

 

I made the decision that I really need to move on to other things for awhile.  I am pretty sure 

that I am leaving the solo program in capable hands.  With the support of the board I am pretty 

sure that David Watson will be able to continue the progress that has been made over the past 

couple of seasons. 

 

With that, I say farewell and thank you.  

 

R. J. Pruitt 


